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saries who could now make themselves listened to,
and before a public sufficiently robust in its Protestant-
ism, to look with amused interest on a dialectical
triumph of the Roman over the Anglican claims.
Romanism, he thought, was fatal both to his recent
hopes for the English Church, and to the honour and
welfare of Christianity at large. But in opposing it,
ground loosely taken of old must be carefully ex-
amined, and if untenable, abandoned. Arguments
which proved too much, which availed against any
Church at all, must be given up. Popular objections,
arising from ignorance or misconception, must be re-
duced to their true limits or laid aside. The controversy
was sure to be a real one, and nothing but what was
real and would stand scrutiny was worth anything in it.
Mr. Newman had always been impressed with
the greatness of the Roman Church. Of old it had
seemed to him great with the greatness of Antichrist.
Now it seemed great with the strange weird greatness
of a wonderful mixed system, commanding from its
extent of sway and its imperial authority, complicated
and mysterious in its organisation and influence, in its
devotion and its superstitions, and surpassing every
other form of religion both in its good and its evil.1

3 Vide Lyra Apostolica^ Nos. 170, 172 :

How shall I name thee, Light of the wide West,

Or heinous error-seat ? . .  .
Oh, that thy creed were sound !
For thou dost soothe the heart, thou Church of Rome,
By thy unwearied watch and varied round
Of service, in thy Saviour's holy home.

And comp. No. 171, The Cruel Church.